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KS1 Curriculum 
The National Curriculum



Phonics
Read Write Inc Phonics



Reading
Talk Through Stories - Year 1  



Reading
Whole Class Reading - Year 2 (once they have completed 
RWI)



Reading
Reading Plus - Year 2 (once they have completed 
RWI)



Writing
Literacy Tree Writing - Cycle B 25/26 



Writing
Literacy Tree Writing - Cycle A 26/27 



Handwriting
Nelson Handwriting



Maths



Maths
Mastering Number



Science



History



Geography



PSHE



RE Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

KS1

Cycle A
(2024/25)

RE
Unit

Who do 
Christians 
say made 
the world 
(UC 
Creation)?

Why does 
Christmas 
matter to 
Christians?

Who is 
Jewish and 
how do 
they live?

What do 
Christians 
believe God 
is like? (Unit 
10) (UC - 
God)

What does 
it mean to 
be part of a 
faith 
community
?

How should 
we care for 
the
world and 
for others, 
and why 
does it 
matter?
(Thematic)

KS1

Cycle B
(2025/26)

RE
Unit

What is the 
‘good news’ 
that Jesus 
brings? (UC 
- Gospel 
DD)

What is the 
‘good news’ 
that Jesus 
brings? (UC 
- Gospel 
DD) and
Contextual 
RE

Who is 
Muslim and 
how do 
they live?

Why does 
Easter 
matter to 
Christians? 
(UC 
Salvation- 
DD)

Who is 
Muslim and 
how do 
they live? 
Part  2

What 
makes some 
places 
special to 
believers? 



PE
Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

KS1

Cycle A
(2024/25)

Fundamental
s
Dance

Invasion 
Games
Fitness

Target 
Games 
Ball skills

Gymnastics
Invasion 
Games

Net and Wall 
games
Orienteering

Athletics
Striking and 
Fielding 
Games

KS1

Cycle B
(2025/26)

Fundamental
s
Dance

Invasion 
Games

Fitness
Ball skills

Gymnastics
Target 
Games

Net and Wall 
games
Invasion 
Games

Athletics
Striking and 
Fielding 
Games



PE



Music
Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

KS1

Cycle A
(2024/25)

Keeping the 
Pulse (Theme 
: My favourite 
things)

Tempo 
(Theme: Snail 
and Mouse)

Pitch (Theme: 
Superheroes)

Instruments 
(Theme: 
Storytelling)

Singing 
(Theme: On 
this island)

Pitch (Theme: 
Musical me)

KS1

Cycle B
(2025/26)

Dynamics 
(Theme: 
Seaside)

Sound 
Patterns 
(Theme: 
Fairytales)

Dynamics 
(Theme: 
Seaside) 

Musical 
Symbols 
(Theme: 
Under the sea)

Contrasting 
Dynamics 
(Theme: 
Space)

Structure 
(Theme: Myths 
and Legends)



Art
Art Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4

KS1

Cycle A
(2024/25)

Drawing: Exploring line 
and shape
(5 Lessons)

Exploring line a
nd shape; working and 

experimenting with 
different materials 

through observational 
and collaborative pieces 

inspired by artists.

Craft and Design: Woven 
wonders (5 lessons)

Learning fibre art skills such 
as plaiting, threading, 

knotting and weaving to 
create three-dimensional 

woven artworks inspired by 
artist Cecilia Vicuña. 

Drawing: Understanding 
tone and texture

(5 lessons)

Exploring how artists use 
tone and texture, and 

applying these techniques 
in observational drawings.

Craft and design: 
Map it out
(5 lessons)

Responding to a 
design brief, 

children create a 
piece of art that 
represents their 

local area using a 
map as their 

stimulus. They learn 
three techniques 

for working 
creatively with 

materials and at 
the end of the 

project, evaluate 
their design ideas, 
choosing the best 
to meet the brief.

KS1

Cycle B
(2025/26)

Painting and mixed 
media: Colour Splash

(5 lessons)

Exploring colour mixing 
through paint play, 

children use a range of 
tools and work on 

different surfaces. They 
create paintings inspired 

by Clarice Cliff and 
Jasper Johns.

Sculpture and 3D: Paper 
play

(5 lessons)

Creating simple three 
dimensional shapes and 
structures using familiar 

materials, children develop 
skills in manipulating paper 

and card. They fold, roll 
and scrunch materials to 
make their own sculpture 

inspired by the ‘Tree of life’ 
screen at the Sidi Saiyyed 

Mosque. There are 
opportunities to extend 

learning to make a 
collaborative sculptural 

piece based on the art of 
Louise Bourgeois.

Painting and mixed 
media: Life in colour

(5 lessons)

Taking inspiration from the 
collage work of artist 

Romare Bearden, children 
consolidate their 

knowledge of colour 
mixing and create 

textures in paint using 
different tools. They 

create their own painted 
paper in the style of 

Bearden and use it in a 
collage, linked to a theme 

suited to their topic or 
classwork. 

Sculpture and 3D: 
Clay houses
(5 lessons)

Developing their 
ability to work with 
clay, children learn 

how to create 
simple thumb pots 
then explore the 
work of sculptor 

Rachel Whiteread 
and apply her 
ideas in a final 
piece that uses 

techniques such as 
cutting, shaping, 

joining and 
impressing into 

clay.



Design and technology
Term Autumn Spring Summer FOOD TECHNOLOGY

KS1

Cycle A
(2024/25)

Mechanisms – sliders and 
levers

Kapow - Making a moving 
story book

Structures – freestanding 
structures

Kapow - Constructing a 
windmill

Textiles 

Kapow - Puppets

Food – preparing fruit and 
vegetables (including cooking 
and nutrition requirements for 
KS1)

Kapow - Smoothie

KS1

Cycle B
(2025/26)

Mechanisms – wheels and 
axles

Kapow - Fairground wheel or 
vehicle

Structures 

Kapow - Baby Bear’s chair

Textiles – templates and joining 
techniques

Kapow - Pouches

Food - preparing fruit and 
vegetables (including cooking 
and nutrition requirements for 
KS1)

Kapow - a healthy wrap



Computing
Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

KS1

Cycle A
(2024/25)

Improving mouse
Skills Systems 
and Networks 
(Kapow Yr1)

Algorithms
unplugged/Progr
amming (Kapow 
Yr1)

 Rocket to the 
moon  (Kapow 
Yr1) & Showcase 
Online Safety 
learning for 
assembly

What is a 
Computer?
(Kapow Y2) 

Algorithms and
debugging 
(Kapow Y2)

Word processing
(Kapow Y2)

KS1

Cycle B
(2025/26)

Bee-bots 
Programming 
(Kapow Y1)

Digital imagery 
Media (Kapow 
Y1)

Introduction to 
data Data 
Handling 
(Kapow Y1)

Scratch Jr 
Programming 
(Kapow Y2)

Stop-motion 
Media (Kapow 
Y2)

International 
space
Station Data 
Handling (Kapow 
Y2)

https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/getting-started/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/getting-started/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/algorithms-unplugged/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/algorithms-unplugged/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/algorithms-unplugged/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/rocket-to-the-moon/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/rocket-to-the-moon/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/rocket-to-the-moon/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/rocket-to-the-moon/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/rocket-to-the-moon/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-2/algorithms-and-debugging/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-2/algorithms-and-debugging/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-2/word-processing/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/programming/programming-beebot/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/new-unit-page-creating-media-digital-imagery/digital-imagery/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/introduction-to-data/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-1/introduction-to-data/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-2/programming-scratch-jr/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-2/stop-motion-2/stop-motion-option-2-using-tablet-devices/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-2/international-space-station/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-2/international-space-station/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/computing/key-stage-1/year-2/international-space-station/


Assessment - Year 1 Phonics Screening 
Check

● Taken by all Year 1 pupils
● Checks ability to read real and 

nonsense words
● Helps identify children who may 

need extra support
● Carried out in June
● Results shared with parents
● Children who do not pass will 

retake in Year 2



Assessmen
t
(Year 1)● Assessments in January 

and June

● Children complete tests 
in SPaG, Reading and 
Maths

● Teacher Assessment for 
Writing

● Results analysed to 
inform planning



Assessmen
t
(Year 2) Just like in Year 1:

● Assessments in January 
and June

● Tests for SPaG, Reading 
and Maths

● Teacher Assessment for 
Writing

● Results analysed to 
inform planning

Year 2 SATs are short, teacher-led 
assessments in English and maths 
that help check how well children are 
progressing against national 
expectations. They are done in a 
calm, familiar classroom setting and 
are used to support teachers’ planning 
and report children’s 
achievements—there is no pressure 
for children.



The Learning Cycle



The Learning Cycle


